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Volume 5, Issue 10 

January 2016 

 

A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR.  With Christmas and the New Year celebra-
tions now just a distant memory it’s time to think about the new bee-
keeping season.  This will, of course, be the best year ever! and there is 
much to look forward to.  Our Association will be holding it’s Annual 
Convention in February and our Auction of bees (hopefully) and bee-
keeping equipment will follow in April. 
 
There has been further change at the government’s National Bee Unit 
and we have a new Regional Bee Inspector for the South East.  Julian 
Parker has published his Annual Report for 2015.  Details are in this 
newsletter. 
 
It will now be just a few short weeks before our bees are flying strongly 
again and another active season will be underway.  In the meantime, the 
Divisions will be holding a number of training events to enable us to up-
date and improve our craft skills for the coming year. 
 
HAPPY BEEKEEPING 



Annual Convention - Saturday 27th February 
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Lodge Hill is again our venue for this year’s Convention.   The Centre 
is in Watersfield, Pulborough, RH20 1LZ – 9.30am to 4.30pm.  The 
event is designed to suit beekeepers of all standards.  As well as the 
main lectures, the seminars offer a choice of more specialised topics.  
We hope you will be joining us. 

 

Main Lectures  
 

  The World of the Honey Bee Queen – Celia Davis 
  Colony Nutrition – Peter Sutcliffe 
  What future for local bees in Britain? – Norman Carreck 
 

In addition there is a choice of seminars: 
 

Seminar 1  (You may attend one of these) 
 

 1) A World of Scents – Celia Davis 
 2) Insecticides - Facts and Myths – Graham Phillippo  
 3) Soap Making – Liz Ready 

 

Seminar 2  (You may attend one of these) 
 

 4) Beekeeping Myths – Peter Sutcliffe 
 5) Bees need plants, Plants need bees – Pam Hunter  
 6) Exploring Queen Problems – Roger Patterson & Jim Norfolk 
 

Paynes Southdown Bee Farms will also be present at the Convention. 
 

Advance booking per person, WSBKA members £20 
Members of other Associations and non-members £25 

On the day if space allows £25 
 

Full details, speakers’ profiles and a booking form (in a handy Word format) are available to download 
from the WSBKA website: www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html or contact Gordon Allan 
on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
 

New Regional Bee Inspector Appointed 

Following a reorganisation a new Regional Bee Inspector has been appointed 
for the South East.  Diane Steele will take over from Julian Parker on 4th Janu-
ary when he moves to Southern.  Diane is well known to many in the county 
as our Seasonal Bee Inspector and she is a member of the Association.  
I’m sure you would wish to join me in wishing Diane success in her new role.  
diane.steele@apha.gsi.gov.uk .  Phone 07775 119452 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html
mailto:wsbkaconvention@gmail.com
mailto:diane.steele@apha.gsi.gov.uk


Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

 

Central Sussex Division 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

Chichester Division 

Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Tuesday 26th January - Christine Stevens from the Chichester 

Division will present a talk on ‘Honey & Wax Handling’ at Lox-
wood North Hall.  7pm. 
Full details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 
or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 14th January - Winter Meeting at Ferring Village Hall at 7:30pm.  Further details from Phil 

Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com.  Or take a look at the Division’s new website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 23rd January - ‘Preparing Honey & Wax’.  An event organ-

ised by Surrey BKA at Walton-on-Thames.  See the article in November’s 
newsletter. 

 

Saturday 13th February - Surrey BKA’s ‘Course in General Hus-

bandry’.  Details in last month’s newsletter. 

Saturday 27th February - West Sussex BKA Annual Convention.  Details in this newsletter. 

Saturday 5th March - Wisborough Green BKA Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day.  Pulborough Village Hall, 

RH20 2BF.  See article in last month’s newsletter. 

Saturday 12th March - Portsmouth & District BKA Spring Convention.  See article in last month’s 

newsletter. 

Saturday 23rd April - Annual Bee Market & Auction at the Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  Details will 

be on our website shortly. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 
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mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk


South East Region Annual Report 2015 

Julian Parker has published his Annual Report for last year.   

It is too large to duplicate here, but the full document can be viewed on our web-
site. 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html 
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NDB Short Courses 

NDB Short Courses take place regularly and are 
valuable to beekeepers looking to improve their 
practical skills, such as colony handling & manipula-
tion, queen rearing as well as disease recognition 
and their theory skills, such as honeybee behaviour, 
nutrition and how to teach beekeeping to others.  
 
The course dates are advertised regularly in the 
beekeeping press, but can also be found (and 
booked) on the NDB website.  Many beekeepers 
taking BBKA/SBA modules and husbandry exams 

find them to be of great benefit.  The 2 day courses cost £80 (due to a generous subsidy from DEFRA) and 
include a light lunch & refreshments.  All the courses have a minimum of 2 NDB tutors and places are lim-
ited to ensure a low student/tutor ratio.  Laboratory and apiary work form an essential part of many of 
the courses (where applicable) to ensure students benefit from hands-on application of the course con-
tent. 
 
The new NDB website can be found here:  http://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/ .  There is also  a new 
Facebook page, and if you ‘Like’ this page, you will receive updates when posted.  
http://facebook.com/NationalDiplomaBeekeeping/.  The site details upcoming courses, but also keeps 
you informed of any local lectures and venues where NDB tutors will be demonstrating or talking.  Details 
will also be posted on the NDB Twitter feed which you can follow on @NatDipB. 
 
Current courses open for booking are: 
Honeybee Behaviour (30th / 31st January in Devon), Seasonal Management (6th / 7th February in Somer-
set) Adult Bee Diseases (27th / 28th February in Devon) and Pollen & Nutrition (12th / 13th March in Sur-
rey). 
 
Via eBEES (Adam Leitch) 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html
http://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/
http://facebook.com/NationalDiplomaBeekeeping/


Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 
 

Happy New Year.  Here is my take on over-wintering.  As usual some people will 
disagree with some of my opinions so why not send in your views to the next 
County News.   
 
Listening to Ben Harden’s talk at the National Honey Show entitled ‘Bees in Win-
ter’, one of the enduring thoughts I came away with was his idea that bees are de-
hydrated in winter and chronically short of water.  How can this be?  As beginners 
it is drummed into us that there is too much water in the hives and that damp is 
bad for bees and that bees need lots of ventilation and we should go to every ef-
fort to achieve it, leaving crownboard holes open and even putting matchsticks 

under the crownboard.  This would appear to be something of a paradox: damp hives and thirsty bees!  
As with most things in beekeeping this is not new and was addressed by Ed. H. Clark as long ago as 1918 
in a publication entitled ‘Constructive Beekeeping’.  His concept is simple - in a well designed hive, water 
evaporates from the bees and condenses in the colder parts where it is drunk by the bees, replacing their 
water losses.  He was a strong advocate of sealed covers and lots of insulation to ensure the cycle worked 
for his bees.   
 
The problem is that in a modern un-insulated wooden beehive in winter the bees form clusters when the 
temperature drops and bees are unable to visit these colder, wetter parts to drink and so become dehy-
drated.  The result is frequent trips to fetch water, often in marginal conditions for flight.  We keep going 
back to the question, what did bees do when they lived in tree trunks?, as if our hives in any way resem-
bled tree trunks!  A nest in a tree trunk is tall and narrow surrounded by thick insulating walls while 
wooden hives are almost the complete opposite.  They are wide and short with thin walls.  These cold 
walls are perfect for condensing water vapor out of the air in the hive but offer little comfort to bees try-
ing to conserve heat.  This water cycle within the hive creates a low humidity environment around the 
brood.  There is experimental evidence1 that low humidity in brood results in a very much higher Varroa 
breeding success than in brood reared in a high humidity.  The figures are actually quite staggering: 53% 
of adult female Varroa produced offspring at a relative humidity (RH) of 59 - 68%, but at 79 -  85% RH the 
figure was only 2%.  That rather begs the question, do our hives encourage Varroa?, which seem to thrive 
in the autumn but are less prevalent in the summer when RH would be higher due to all the nectar being 
evaporated.   
 
A recent paper2 by Derek Mitchell explores the thermal properties of holes in trees, polystyrene hives and 
wooden hives.  His conclusion is simple: no type of hive he looked at comes near to having the thermal 
properties of a hole in a tree and based on his measurements he concludes that wild colonies in trees in 
the UK would not normally be cold enough to need to cluster except in the coldest of weather.  Thus clus-
tering is a direct result of bees being forced to live in the substandard homes we provide.  Not only that 
but the RH in a hollow tree would be much higher than in a hive.  So what should we do?  Polystyrene 
hives are thermally much better than wooden, but prices at last year’s auction at Brinsbury suggest they 
are not popular with beekeepers.  It is simple enough to put insulation over the crownboard of a National 
and there is even such a thing as a ‘Bee Cosy’ for sale.  The idea is good but I don’t think they offer enough 
insulation.  Indeed, even the walls and roof of polystyrene hives are not really thick enough.   
 
As I use WBCs it is relatively easy to put insulation in between the lifts and broodbox as well as over the 
top.  It seems I have gone full circle.  I have read that they used to fill the space in WBCs with leaves or 
straw as insulation.  It is impossible to have too much insulation, so I put 2” over the top and whatever I  

Jim’s Jottings 
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can get down the side.  It is also important to seal the crownboard to stop warm air escaping and Ed. H. 
Clarke was very particular on this, even designing a special board to cover his brood box.  What I have yet 
to try is putting the insulation on early enough to see if it does anything to reduce autumn Varroa.  That is 
something for 2016.  Meanwhile if anyone has an easily accessible colony in a tree maybe someone could 
poke a fibre optic camera inside and see what the bees are up to in winter and maybe even measure the 
RH.  We might just find the bees are telling us something about the suitability of our hives. 
 
1 B. Kraus, H.H.W. Velthuis (1977) High Humidity in the Honey Bee (Apis mellifera L.) Brood Nest Limits 
Reproduction of the Parasitic Mite Varroa jacobsoni Oud. Naturwissenschaften 84, 217–218 (1997) 
 
2 Derek Mitchell (2015) Ratios of colony mass to thermal conductance of tree and man-made nest enclo-
sures of Apis mellifera: implications for survival, clustering, humidity regulation and Varroa destructor.  
Int.J.Biometeorol. Sept. 2015. 

 ******* 
 
Some say the beekeeping year starts in autumn after the honey harvest but I am not so sure.  Everything 
done to ensure winter survival should have been done last year and we now wait 3 months to see what 
the new season brings.  For me that is the start of the beekeeping year, that first inspection to confirm 
there is a laying queen and all is well.  So what do beekeepers do in those 3 months between applying ox-
alic acid and checking their queens?  The long, dark evenings lend themselves to a bit of reading and I 
would just like to explore that a bit further.  There are many excellent books available on beekeeping but 
more and more resources are appearing online.  
 
One of these is the BBKA ARK project. You can register or log in at www.bbka.org.uk/members/ark.   
When I first looked at it there appeared to be little there but then I realised it was a framework which 
would gradually be filled in and expanded.  Under ‘my profile’ it now tells me which exams I have passed.  
Then there are the Resources.  Much of the content is plain text but the essentials are there, largely 
drawn from the yellow Course in a Case.  These resources are licensed as Non Commercial and Share Alike 
which states ‘this licence lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, as long as 
they credit you and licence their new creations under the identical terms’.  So they are there for us to use.  
The text is backed up by videos and although there are only 7 at present they do show you the ‘approved 
way’ of doing things, such as how to use a hive tool.  This can be important.  I know of one person who 
allegedly failed his advanced husbandry for not using his hive tool correctly among other reasons.  Clearly 
this video is for him.  If you are going to study and do exams than a look at ARK will help you do things the 
approved way and improve your chances of passing.  On ARK you can also find the BBKA leaflets all in one 
place as well as a list of courses and events. 
 
ARK is not the only online resource.  The NBU on Beebase have started their e-learning with a module on 
diseases.  This is more detailed than the ARK material and has a little online multiple choice quiz with 
each section.  Well worth a look and hopefully more will follow.  Beebase also hosts a wide range of infor-
mation leaflets on all aspects of beekeeping.  You do need to register or log in to access the e-learning but 
then you should do that anyway since there is other information available to you.  It is helpful to keep 
your information updated.  If you are registered as having 3 hives on one site and the inspector calls it 
might be embarrassing if you then have to admit to 10 more colonies and a couple of other sites as well.  
One of the things Beebase tells you is how many apiaries there are within a 10 km radius.  In my case that 
is 144, which by my calculation is a little over one apiary per square mile.  That sounds quite a lot to me 
until looking at the map, a 10 km radius includes most of Chichester Division and even extends into 
neighbouring divisions.  
 
One other resource which is being built up by Roger and Marion Brooks, is a set of past module papers.  
There was a time when at £2 per paper you could buy past papers from the BBKA extending back many  
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http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/ark


We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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years.  These days they are free but they are only limited to the last few papers.  The idea is to make a li-
brary of past papers available to those taking modules.  All of which brings me round to exams.   
 
Last year just 4 people in West Sussex took the BBKA Basic which is less than 1% of our membership and 
puts us towards the bottom of the league table which this year is headed by Derbyshire on 8%.  The re-
sults will be posted on the BBKA website but this year not in BBKA News due to cost and space issues.  I 
am left asking the question why are we propping up the bottom of the table and what can we do to en-
courage more people to have a go?  There are plenty of learning opportunities from Roger Patterson’s 
winter learning which is mainly for Wisborough Green members but is open to all divisions, to courses 
organised at the division level.  If your division is not planning one, get together and form a self-help 
group, then ask for someone to come and talk to you about the Basic or organise a few apiary sessions.  
 
So plenty to keep us busy before the season starts! 
 
All the best for 2016 
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com

